CECIL COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY'S

The Library LINK

January 2026

HOURS &
LOCATIONS

|///4 Cecil County Public  champion Reading. Build Knowledge.

LI BRARY Inspire Curiosity. Connect Community.




December 15 - February 28

Instructions

Fill in the circle for each challenge
you complete.

For each challenge completed,
earn a raffle ticket to win a Book
Lovers Basket.

Submit your raffle entry for each
completed challenge at any branch
of the Cecil County Public Library.

Scan the code to
register for Winter Reading
& to browse book picks for
each challenge.
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wwuw.cecilcountylibrary.org

Challenges

Arctic Circle

Lose yourself in a chilling tale
of survival.

Norway’s Northern Lights

Immerse yourself in another
world of sci fi or fantasy.

Harbin Ice § Snow Festival

Be inspired by a book about an
artist or work of art.

Finland’s Glass Igloos

Discover a story about a
close-knit family.

The Swiss Alps
Cozy up with a sweet romance.

Rockefeller Ice Rink

Take a spin with a book about
wintry sports or activities.

Alaskan Dog Sledding

Harness an adventurous spirit
with a tale about the Great North.

Icelandic Geothermic Spa
Relax with an uplifting,
feel-good story.
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Bonus

Q Attend a program
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Q Visit a different branch




Winter Reading

Book Picks

Need Reading Inspiration?

Our librarians have curated book lists for each of our Winter
Reading Challenges. Here’s a preview of those picks. Scan
the code to visit our website for the full list of titles.

EDWARD ASHTON

NATURAL

HOW LIFE THRIVES
IN IMPOSSIBLE PLACES

Norway’s Harbin Ice & Finland’s
Northern Lights Snow Festival Glass Igloos

“From winning postfo top of the bestseller list
Sunday Times

FELIX
FRANCIS

_ WII.L LEITCH ’\

| AUTHOR OF HOW LUCKY & THE TIME HAS COME

"BETH LEWIS

Alaskan Icelandic
Dog Sledding Geothermic Spa

Join Us on FacebookT

Join the CCPL Readers Group on Facebook for
more Winter Reading and other bookish fun!



Starting January 5, 2026

the Chesapeake City Branch
will be open 6 days a week!

Open house from noon-6pm. Celebrate with cocoa and cookies!

See page 12 for the new branch hours
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It’s never too early to instill a
love of reading!

CCPL's StoryTimes provide a space
for families to connect with one
another and develop early literacy
skills by encouraging families to sing,
talk, read, write, and play.

StoryTimes are held weekly at most
branches and are free to attend.
Check the schedule and select what
works for your family.

StoryTimes begin the week of January 19.

Scan for the full list of StoryTime
dates & to register for an event.

January 2026



Registration opens two weeks prior to the program date for all Children’s programs. Visit our

website or your local branch to register.

Play & Learn
Families with children ages birth-2
Fri, 1/2,1/16, & 1/30 at 10am | North East

Checkmate!
Families with children ages 8-14
Mon, 1/5 at 4pm | North East

Kids’ Academy

Ages 6-11

Tue, 1/6 at Tlam | Perryville (Game Design 101)
Wed, 1/14 at 1pm | Elkton (Snakes)

Mon, 1/26 at 1Ipm | North East (Sound Effect Live
Theater)

Preschool Science: Sink or Float
Ages 2-5
Wed, 1/7 at 10am | North East

Cozy Corner: Hobbies & Crafts
Grades 4-8
Wed, 1/7 at 3:30pm | Elkton

PAWS for Reading

Ages 4-11

Thu, 1/8 at 6:30pm | North East
Thu, 1/15 at 6:30pm | Elkton
Wed, 1/28 at 6:30pm | Perryville

Playdough Playdate
Ages birth-5
Sat, 1/10 at 10:30am | Perryville

Homeschool Connect
Ages 9-14
Mon, 1/12 at 1pm | Elkton

N ABc..come Play with Me
& Families with children ages birth-5
Tue, 1/13 at 10:30am | Elkton
Sat, 1/17 at Tlam | North East (Winter)

Kids Can Cook: Broccoli Cheddar Soup
/(ﬂ) Ages 8-T1
Wed, 1/14 at 3:30pm | North East

Preschool Art: Collage Creation
Ages 2-5
Thu, 1/15 at 10am | North East

Tween Academy

Ages 9-14

Thu, 1/15 at 1pm | Perryville (Coding)

Thu, 1/22 at Ipm | North East (Electric Vehicles)
Mon, 1/26 at 1pm | Elkton (Annette Whipple
Presents- Facts Are Fun!)

www.cecilcountylibrary.org

Fingertip Literacy: Discovering Braille
Ages 6-11
Thu, 1/15 at 4pm | Chesapeake City

No Two Alike: Showflake Science & Craft

Ages 6-11
Thu, 1/15 at 4:30pm | Rising Sun

Finding Poetry
Ages 6-11
Wed, 1/21 at 3:30pm | Elkton

Sound Effect Live Theater
Ages 6-11
Wed, 1/21 at 3:30pm | North East

Full STEAM Ahead!
Ages 20 months-4
Thu, 1/22 & 1/29 at 10:30am | Perryville

Sensory StoryTime

A 2-
‘B]C] ges 2-5

Sat, 1/24 at 10am | North East

Al Starlight StoryTime
BIC]| Families with children ages 3-5
Tue, 1/27 at 6:30pm | North East

Preschool Art: Lunar New Year
Ages 3-6
Wed, 1/28 at 3:30pm | Elkton

LEGO Challenge
Ages 6-11
Wed, 1/28 at 4pm | Cecilton

Game Design 101
Ages 6-11
Thu, 1/29 at 4pm | Perryville
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Registration is required for all programs, unless otherwise noted. Visit our website or your local
branch to register.

Mon, 1/5 at 4pm | North East

Wed, 1/7, 1/14,1/21, &1/28 at 3pm | Perryville
Tue, 1/13 at 4pm | Rising Sun

Wed, 1/7 at 3:30pm | Elkton

Wed, 1/7 at 5:30pm | Rising Sun

Thu, 1/8 at 3pm | Perryville

foe s o o o BORROW
GRAPHIC NOVELS

Mon,1/12 at Ipm | Elkton & MANGA ON
HOOPLA DIGITAL!

Thu, 1/15 at 1pm | Perryville (Coding)

Thu, 1/22 at Iom | North East (Electric Vehicles) .
Mon, 1/26 at 1pm | Elkton (Annette Whipple Choose from hundreds of titles &

Presents- Facts Are Fun!) read them directly on your device!

Thu, 1/15 at 3:30pm | North East ALt Scan to explore
Thu, 1/22 at 4pm | Chesapeake City o et the collection

Tue, 1/20 at 3:30pm | Elkton (Street Art)
Thu, 1/22 at 3pm | Perryville (Vision Board)

Tue, 1/20 at 4pm | North East

Thu, 1/22 at 3:30pm | Elkton
Tue, 1/27 at 3:30pm | North East

JUST RIGHT
jLLIAN

Sat, 1/31 at 1pm | Perryville
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Registration is required for all programs, unless otherwise noted. Visit our website or your local
branch to register.

Habit Shift Mindset

What Can Your Library Do For You? .
Thu, 1/22 at 2pm | Cecilton

Mon, 1/5 at 1pm | Perryville

Tue, 1/6 at 6:30pm | Perryville .
Dungeons & Dragons: At the Library

Ancient Archeoastronomy in Modern Design Tue, 1/27 at 5:30pm | North East

Tue, 1/13 at 6:30pm | North East
Create with Clay: Pottery Workshop

How to Apply for a Job Thu, 1/29 at 6pm | Elkton

Wed, 1/14 at Tlam | Elkton

Cooking the Books:
Gluten-Free Goodness
Wed, 1/14 at 6:30pm | North East

JOIN US FOR A
BOOK DISCUSSION!

The Music of Bees
Wed, 1/7 at 11lam | Elkton

There's an App for That:
Entertainment Edition
Thu, 1/15 at 1pm | North East

The Ten Thousand Doors of January
Art Inspirations Tue, 1/13 at 1pm | Chesapeake City

Tue, 1/20 at Ipm | Chesapeake City

The Last Word
Chronic Disease Management Tue, 1/13 at 6pm | Perryville
and Prevention

Tue, 1/20 at 6:30pm | Perryville

Beartown
Wed, 1/14 at Tpm | Cecilton

Sourdough Basics
Wed, 1/21 at 6pm | Rising Sun

The Life Impossible
Tue, 1/20 at Ipm | Perryville

Isola
Mon, 1/26 at 1pm | Rising Sun

UPCOMING EVENTS IN FEBRUARY

Intro to Email Frederick Douglass! The Lion of Freedom

Mon, 2/2 at 1pm | Perryville Thu, 2/12 at 6pm | Elkton
Tue, 2/3 at 6:30pm | Perryville .

Intro to Interviews
Black History & Culture of Cecil County Tue, 2/17 at 6:30pm | North East
Wed, 2/4 at 6:30pm | North East

DIY Landscape Blunders
Recovering History: The Baltimore Black Sox Thu, 2/19 at 6:30pm | North East

Thu, 2/5 at 6:30pm | Elkton .
Dungeons & Dragons: At the Library

Blackboards and Barriers: History of Cecil Tue, 2/24 at 5:30pm | North East
County Colored Schools

Sat, 2/7 at 1pm | Elkton Freedom Stories .
Tue, 2/24 at 6:30pm | Perryville

Intro to Cake Decorating .
Wed, 2/11 at 6:30pm | Rising Sun Learn to Crochet: The Basics
Wed, 2/25 at 6:30pm | Rising Sun

The Book That Stole My Heart Book . . .
Discussion America’s Birth Certificate: The

Thu, 2/12 at Ipm | North East Declaration of Independence
Thu, 2/26 at 6:30pm | Elkton
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GOT A NEW DEVICE FOR
THE HOLIDAYS?

THE LIBRARY GAN HELP YOU TO
GET THE MOST OUT OF IT!

Did you know that you can borrow books, audiobooks, movies,
and more directly to your device FREE with your library card?

Libby allows you to download eBooks and
audiobooks directly to your computer, tablet,
eReader, or smart phone.

EBOOKS, EAUDIOBOOKS, & MAGAZINES

Libby.

hoopla allows you to borrow movies, music,
audiobooks, ebooks, comics and TV shows to

_ enjoy on your computer, tablet, or phone.
m EBOOKS, EAUDIOBOOKS, MAGAZINES,
MOVIES/TV, MUSIC

An on-demand collection of children’s books
available on any device, featuring interactive

TUMBLE picture books with narration and animation,
o BOOK read aloud videos, TumbleTunes songs, graphic
LIBRARY. novels, early readers, chapter books, and more!

N % O
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Seen Around the Library

Preschool Math

Teen Cuisine

Kids' Academy ) Playdough Playdate

Holiday Log Cabins
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Learn and connect! Events are always free and you don’t need
a library card to attend. Registration is required. To sign-up for a
program, visit our website or scan the code.

January 2026



NEW_yoRK TIMES PESTSELLING AUTHOR

NALINI
SINGH

SUCH A
B ERFECT
FAMILY

Put these books on hold now! Stay up to date on the latest new
releases with our Book Buzz newsletter. The Spring edition is
available in any branch or scan the code to read it online.

COMING THIS FEBRUARY

Flee!

Stories of Flight
Maryland in Black & White

Exhibit on display at Elkton
February 1-March 31, 2026

The Underground Railroad touched all
parts of society, enslaved and free, black
and white. This exhibit explores previously
unknown stories of slave owners, fugitives
and accomplices to show how slavery and
the flight to freedom shapes the lives of all
Marylanders. The Maryland State Archives
produced this exhibit as part of its ongoing
effort to study the legacy of slavery in
Maryland.

Frederick
Douglass:

The Lion of Freedom

Elkton
Thursday, February 12 at 6pm

This one-man show, written and performed
by Darius Wallace, is a journey through the
great Abolitionist Frederick Douglass'’s life
growing up as a slave on the plantation,
until the moment he becomes free.
Audiences will withess Wallace transform
into several different characters of influence
on Douglass's life through song, speeches,
monologue and poetry.

January 2026



1 We're helping you visualize your donation to the
>\l Frlends Friends Foundation. See what your contribution

[ J
/I Foundation can do to benefit the Cecil County Public Library.

CECIL COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

$50 gift or $5 per month

sponsor reading incentives and
prizes for a child’s journey through
summer reading

$100 gift or $10 per month

sponsor a Learning Kit

$200 gift or $20 per month

Sponsor 10 children for 1,000
Books Before Kindergarten

$250 gift or $22 per month

sponsor a program for adults or
contribute toward an exhibit

sponsor a shelf of books or a living
history presenter

$1,000 gift or $85 per month
Sponsor a kit of supplies for the Reading
Buddy program. Elementary aged
readers are paired with a volunteer to
work on reading skills using books,
games, and learning resources

Doratt Today!
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Cecilton
L. (410) 275-1091
Mon: 12pm-6pm
Tue: 10am-6pm
Wed: 10am-6pm
Thu: 10am-6pm
Fri: 10am-5pm
Sat: Closed

Chesapeake City*
L. (410) 996-1134
Mon: 12pm-6pm

Tue: 10am-6pm

Wed: 10am-6pm
Thu: 10am-6pm

Fri: 10am-5pm

Sat: 10am-5pm

*In preparation for
being open 6 days a
week, the Chesapeake

City Branch is closed
for updates from
December 1- January 3.

Elkton

L. (410) 996-5600
Mon: 12pm-6pm
Tue: T0am-8pm
Wed: 10am-8pm
Thu 10am-8pm
Fri: 10am-5pm
Sat: 10am-5pm

North East

L. (410) 996-6269
Mon: 12pm-6pm
Tue: 9am-8pm
Wed: 9am-8pm
Thu: 9am-8pm
Fri: 9am-5pm
Sat: 9am-5pm

Perryville
L, (410) 996-6070
Mon: 12pm-6pm
Tue: 10am-8pm
Wed: 10am-8pm
Thu: 10am-6pm
Fri: 10am-5pm
Sat: 10am-5pm

Drive-Thru available!

Rising Sun
(410) 658-4025
\ (410) 398-2706
Mon: 12pm-6pm
Tue: 10am-6pm
Wed: 10am-8pm
Thu: 10am-6pm
Fri: 10am-5pm
Sat: 10am-5pm

Hours & Locations

s Ask@CecilCountyLibrary.org

w2 WWW.cecilcountylibrary.org/
“ library-link
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All CCPL branches will be closed
January 1for New Year's.

All CCPL branches will be closed on
January 19 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
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