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LOCAL

Residents at Conowingo
Veterans Center receive
over 500 holiday cards
By JACOB TOOK
jtook@chespub.com

CONOWINGO — Conowingo
Veterans Center received
over 500 holiday cards last
week addressed to the 16
residents of the assisted
living facility. Director of
Operations and Delegating
Nurse Raye Ragan said they
were overwhelmed with the
outpouring of love.
“It was just awesome,” she
said. “The guys couldn’t believe it. I couldn’t believe
it. I never expected that
we would have such a response.”
Ragan said that when she
first put out a call on Facebook for holiday cards, she
thought it was realistic to
hope for 100.
“We surpassed that number within the first couple
days,” she said. “It was really
an amazing thing to see.”
It’s been a hard year all
around, but many challenges are magnified for the
residents who have passed
much of the year in isolation.
Their contact with visitors
has been limited, and they
have been unable to participate in or host social events
which normally fill the calendar.
After
many
difficult
months, though, the holiday
cards were a much-needed
dose of good spirits and
warm holiday cheer.
“This year kind of got
everybody down in a funk
— we’re lonely, we’re sad,”
Ragan said. “It was awesome
to see so many people want
to take time and contribute.”
In addition to the hundreds
of holiday cards, a number of
organizations and community members contributed
puzzles, games, crosswords,
cookies and other sweet
treats, all of which buoyed
the veterans through the
holidays.
Some of the cards were
particularly heartwarming.
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Joseph Young and other residents at Conowingo Veterans Center felt the festive spirit thanks to over 500 holiday cards from
community members.

“As much as they like the
cards from adults, they really, really enjoyed the handmade cards from the kids,”
Ragan said. “They definitely
appreciated the time that the
kids put into those pictures
and drawings, and the words
they wrote — it really lit
their hearts on fire.”
A good chunk of those
messages from kids were
collected by Cecil County
Public Library’s Teens Give
Back for the Holidays program, which supplied young
people in the county with
kits to make uniquely special
handmade cards.
Ragan said Liz Drummond,
the library’s Perryville teen
librarian, reached out in midNovember, hoping to collect cards for the veterans.
Drummond invited Ragan to
a virtual card-making event
on Dec. 11.
CCPL Youth Services
Coordinator Katelyn McLimans estimated that they
took in close to 150 cards after the event, which she delivered to Conowingo Veterans Center a few days before
Christmas.
For McLimans, seeing
the range of personal messages included by the young
people was heartwarming —

some included their favorite
Christmas carol lyrics, others wrote recipes for hot
cocoa, and many just shared
stories and wrote about
themselves.
“They were so creative,
and I was so impressed by
them,” McLimans said. “And
it gives them a sense of pride
that they’re able to help others.”
Looking ahead, McLimans
said that given the response,
they would consider doing
something similar next year
— and maybe by then, some
of the young people could
go and meet the veterans inperson. In the shorter term,
she said that young people
looking to get involved could
join the library’s Teen Advisory Group to help plan programs.
Over at the center, Ragan
said they are hoping to be
able to host a big community
barbecue at some point this
summer to celebrate putting
the virus in the past.
“Anybody who sent cards
or participated in any way,
shape or form over this difficult time would be able to
come and meet our guys,”
she said. “Hopefully we can
thank them with a meal and
good time.”
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Buy 1 window or door,
get 1 window or door

40 % OFF
Minimum purchase of four.
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$50 OFF
every window, patio door
and entry door1
No minimum purchase required.
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Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is
waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Make your home more secure. Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment before January 31st!
We’ve adjusted our operations to serve you in the safest way possible.

301-388-5222 • 410-885-6010
The Better Way to a Better Window™
1
DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/6/2021. You must set your appointment by 1/31/2021 and purchase by 2/6/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down,
0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2021 and 2/6/2021. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each
window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 1/31/2021 and purchase by 2/6/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off
your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing
for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Call
for financing details. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are
independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
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